
After 55 years of practicing medicine in
Hammonton as a general practitioner,
Alexander Rodi Sr. DO welcomed patients
to his office on March 20 for an open house
celebrating his retirement.  Rodi, 86, who
sold his practice, known as Family
Medicine, located at the corner of 12th
Street and Madison Avenue to Virtua Health
in 2011 and remained on as medical director
of the practice, will be spending more time
in Florida, where he said he plans to contin-
ue practicing medicine.  According to Virtua
Health, an additional new full-time physi-
cian will be hired for the practice, now
known as Virtua Family Medicine, by Virtua
Health.
“Thank you for entrusting me with your

care,” Rodi said to the many patients who
came to wish him a fond farewell at the
event on March 20.
Among those patients were people who

knew Rodi for decades, including Charlie
Lupsa and his wife. Rodi said Lupsa was his
First Sergeant when Rodi served in the
United States Air Force as a Colonel 45
years ago. Also among the attendees was Dr.
Pareg Patel, who started his medical career
with Rodi. Patel still comes to the Virtua
Family Medicine office in Hammonton
every other Friday, when he is not at his
main offices of Elmwood and Tabernacle
Family Physicians of Marlton and
Tabernacle. He came to Hammonton to wish
Rodi well on March 20.
“I want to thank him for all the advice and

experience he’s given us over the years. This
was my first position out of residency. He’s
helped us with business and medical deci-
sions. I wish him all the best in his retire-
ment. He deserves it. I wish him all the best
for a bright future in Florida,” Patel said.
Patel said Rodi has always been forward-

thinking in his medical practice.
“He’s always looking for new things and

eager to learn the new technology,” Patel
said.
Patient Mary Gillespie said she and her

husband Jack wanted to be there to wish
Rodi well.
“We will miss Dr. Rodi, who has been our

physician and friend for the past 45 years.
He’s given us excellent care – he saved my
life. We hope he has many years in his semi-
retirement,” Gillespie said.
During the interview with Gillespie, Rodi

came into the room, which featured a big
spread of sandwiches, fruit and a large sheet
cake wishing the doctor well with the words
“Best wishes – Follow your dreams.”
“OK all, don’t eat too much sugar.  This is

contrary to everything I tell my patients,”
Rodi said to knowing laughter that filled the
room.

Olga Torres has been a medical techni-
cian on Rodi’s staff for nine years.
“I love him. He was my doctor. He’s an

excellent diagnostician. He saved my life
twice. He’s like family. He taught me a lot.
He was tough on me but he did it for the
patients,” Torres said.
Patricia Sacco, who has worked at Rodi’s

offices for many years, said Rodi changed
her life.
“I told him the other day he was my men-

tor. When I lost my husband he hired me
sight unseen due to the circumstances. He
guided me with patience and a lot of under-
standing. For that, I had a future, and I will
forever be grateful, because it helped me
support my kids,” Sacco said.
Throughout the day, Rodi met with vari-

ous patients from throughout the years,
including Doralee and Karl Frantz.
Doralee’s father was also a local doctor for
many years in Hammonton, Dr. Frazer
Elliott.
She recalled a time when her husband was

sick in recent years, and Rodi helped her.
“He came and picked me up and took me

to the hospital,” she said, smiling at the
memory. 
The practice will be continuing under the

banner of Virtua Health and Virtua Medical
Group as Virtua Family Medicine, and
Virtua Medical Group Practice
Administrator Barbara Kane provided The
Gazette with information about the hours
and staffing of the practice as it moves for-

ward into its new era.
The practice’s hours will be Monday 8

a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday, 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The clinical and office staff will include

Dr. Jack McEwan, who will remain full-
time, and Joann Loeffler, NP, who will be
starting full-time effective March 30 of this
year.
“While we have two full-time clinicians

at the office we also have Dr. Parag Patel
working to help close the gap with patients’
needs as he works on an as-needed basis.
Virtua is currently recruiting a full-time doc-
tor to replace Dr. Rodi as we will continue to
serve the patient population in the
Hammonton region,” Kane said in an email
on March 23.
The office staff is led by Steffane

Guerrier, Office Coordinator and will con-
tinue to focus on patient care and customer
service, Kane said.  According to Kane, as
the office grows, “we can expect our office
staff to do so as well.”
Kane wished Rodi well as he moves on to

the next stage of his medical career and life.
“I’ve been in healthcare for more than 25

years and I’m so impressed with Dr. Rodi’s
many years of practicing and dedication to
his patients. Virtua Medical Group was truly
blessed to have Dr. Rodi join our team and
we want to wish him the very best in his
future endeavors,” Kane said.
Rodi, a general family practitioner who

has practiced medicine in Hammonton since
1964, announced that he joined Virtua
Health in 2011.  Rodi remained with the
practice as its medical director after selling
the practice in 2011.
When he is not practicing medicine, Rodi

enjoys time with his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. His wife Alice
passed away in 2012.
Rodi began the practice, formerly known

as Family Medicine, P.A., in 1972.  He took
over the practice of his uncle, Louis M.
Rodi, MD, who was also a family practi-
tioner.  Louis Rodi’s practice was located at
412 Bellevue Ave., in a house where he
practiced medicine from 1929 until 1964.
A Rodi – either Louis or Alexander — has

practiced medicine in Hammonton for 86
years.  Alexander Rodi can remember driv-
ing with his Uncle Louis to Chatsworth or
Batsto when he was eight or nine years old.
His uncle would deliver babies in people’s
homes, and the younger Rodi would join
him for the ride.
At one time, Alexander Rodi considered

going into another line of work: journalism.
Ralph Squillace, then the editor at The
Hammonton News, where Rodi worked dur-
ing his years at Hammonton High School,
spoke with him and gave him advice he
never forgot.
“He told me, ‘Go for your dream, one step

at a time,’” Rodi recalled.
Eventually that dream became medicine,

and Rodi decided to pursue it, both in
Hammonton and in the United States Air
Force Reserve.  He received his bachelor’s
degree in biology from La Salle University
in 1947, his medical degree from the
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine (PCOM) in 1958, and did a rotat-
ing internship at Art Centre Memorial
Hospital in Detroit from 1958 to 1959.
Rodi was a Senior Flight Surgeon in the

United States Air Force Reserve, where he
served from 1967 to 1982, retiring with the
rank of Colonel.  From 1975 to 1977, he
served as the Commander of the 35th
Medical Service Squadron, which was
based on Governor’s Island in New York
City.  From 1978 to 1980, Rodi served as the
Chief Medical Officer of the Eastern
Division of the United States Air Force.  He
received a medal of commendation from the
United States Air Force in 1984.
Since 1982, Rodi has been the president

of Alliance of Physicians, a philanthropic
organization. He is the president of
Healthcare Quality Strategies, an organiza-
tion that partners with healthcare providers,
organizations, communities, and consumers
to make healthcare safer, more efficient,
more effective, and more accessible.
He was past president of the alumni asso-

ciation of PCOM, was a member of the
PCOM board from 1991 to 1993 and Chief

of Staff of Kessler Memorial Hospital from
1975 to 1976, 1977 to 1978, 1984 and 1985.
In 2011, after nearly 40 years of operating

an independent practice, Rodi announced he
had sold the practice to Virtua.  He remained
on as medical director and continued to see
patients.
“I felt the practice has very strong basic

roots which I could not expand for the ben-
efits of the patients. Now, there will be
expanded hours and better care.  I wanted to
bring the best medical care back to
Hammonton, and I feel Virtua can provide
it,” Rodi said in 2011.
Virtua is a comprehensive healthcare sys-

tem headquartered in Marlton.  It consists of
three hospitals: Virtua Marlton, Virtua
Memorial and Virtua Voorhees.
Virtua also provides services through an

ambulatory care center in Camden and a
wide range of other services, including reha-
bilitation and long-term care centers, home
care, physical therapy and mobile intensive
care units throughout Burlington, Camden,
Gloucester and surrounding counties.  
While Virtua will have a presence in

Hammonton now as well, Rodi said in 2001
he would like to see them bring in more
physicians.
“As far as the treatment of patients, it will

be the same doctor/patient relationship
we’ve had … I think what the Virtua name
should do is bring more validity to the prac-
tice,” Rodi said in 2011.
During an interview in 2011, Rodi

explained why he remained dedicated to his
patients from Hammonton and other areas.
“I’m one of the happiest people on the

face of the earth because I love what I’m
doing every day.  It’s not work, even though
I am presented with some challenging
things.  The family doctor’s role is to be sup-
portive and to give the best advice I can
give.  I get as much out of it as I give to any-
body,” Rodi said.
He has an equally strong commitment to

his staff; most have been with him for many

years.  
“I have great people here, I really do.  If

the patients came here just for them, they’d
be ahead of the game,” Rodi said.
Rodi was named Physician of the Year by

the New Jersey Association of Osteopathic
Physicians in 1993.  He received a
Certificate of Honor from PCOM in 1996,
and was named a “Top Doc” for Family
Practice in 2003.
On the day of the interview in 2011 – just

as he was on the day of his retirement cele-
bration in 2015 — Rodi was wearing one of
his signature bolo ties.  It was a black one,
with a turquoise and silver clasp, straight out
of a western movie.  He was asked why he
always wears the bolo ties.
“I picked up 40 or 50 of them when I was

in the Air Force.  I don’t have to button up
the top of my collar, and it doesn’t look as
bad as a tie hanging down,” Rodi said with
a laugh.
Back in 2011, Rodi discussed his strong

connection to his patients.
“Doing it for all these years, I’ve gotten a

great deal of satisfaction from being able to
share my knowledge with my patients.  I
feel very comfortable after all these years
with the relationships I’ve had with the
patients,” Rodi said. 
As the interview in 2011 with The

Gazette, held in Rodi’s private office at his
practice, was winding down, he was asked
about a black bag sitting on the floor.  Was it
really the same one he once used to bring on
house calls?
“I still use it.  I still make house calls.

That’s the new one.  The old one was from
1959.  I still have that one, too,” Rodi said.
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Rodi is pictured in his office on March 20.  An
open house in his honor was attended by many.

Retiring after 55 years; will practice part-time


