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   Fact Sheet  

 

Environmental Remediation Project  

12
th

 Street and Lincoln Street, Hammonton, NJ 

 

 
 

South Jersey Gas (SJG) will begin soil remediation of the former Hammonton Manufactured Gas 

Plant (MGP) Site near the corner of 12
th

 Street and Lincoln Street in Hammonton, New Jersey in 

March 2016.  SJG prepared this fact sheet to answer questions you may have about the upcoming 

project. 

 

Background 

 

What is a Manufactured Gas Plant? 

During the 1800s, in many towns and cities across the United States, manufactured gas was 

produced from materials such as coal and oil.  The fuel produced at a MGP was used to light 

homes, businesses and street lamps.  Prior to World War II, more than 5,000 such plants existed 

throughout the country, particularly in cities and towns in the Midwest and East. When gas 

pipelines introduced natural gas to New Jersey in the 1950s, MGP’s rapidly disappeared.  The 

operations of these plants left by-products at these sites that are being cleaned up under today’s 

environmental standards. 
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How large is the site and where is it located? 
The site encompasses approximately 0.6 acres and is designated as Block 2515, Lots 3, 4 and 5 

in the Town of Hammonton, Atlantic County, NJ.  The site is located on a portion of the current 

Hammonton Water Department property and is bounded to the east by commercial property 

owned by Wawa, to the west by Lincoln Street, to the north by the Hammonton Water 

Department property and 12th Street and to the south by an inactive electrical substation. 

 

How was the MGP site affected? 

An unintended consequence of the MGP industry was impacts to soil and groundwater from the 

manufactured gas process and byproducts, such as coal tar and other chemicals that were 

productively used in the chemical, dye and pharmaceutical industries.   

 

How is South Jersey Gas responsible? 

Gas manufacturing operations began in 1903 and continued until the late 1920’s. South Jersey 

Gas assumed ownership of the environmental conditions existing at the Site when we acquired 

the assets and liabilities of the People’s Gas Company. 

 

What work has been done to date? 

SJG is working in accordance with the regulations of the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and in cooperation with, and under the direction of, our 

Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) to conduct environmental investigations and 

remedial activities at the site.   

 

An investigation to assess environmental impacts associated with the former Hammonton MGP 

Site began in the 1990s. An interim remedial action was performed in June 2010 through an 

agreement between the Town of Hammonton and SJG, and in accordance with an approved 

Remedial Action Work Plan.  This work involved the removal of impacted surface soils located 

adjacent to the former MGP Site.  A Remedial Action Report documenting this work was 

submitted to the NJDEP on November 30, 2010 and approved February 2011. Since then, SJG 

has conducted groundwater sampling of wells on-site. 

 

Q. Are local public water supplies affected? 

No.  The Town of Hammonton public water supply is not affected.   
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Project Overview 

 

South Jersey Gas anticipates contractors and equipment to mobilize to the site in March 2016 

and expects remedial activities to take approximately 12 months to complete.  

 

In this next phase of the project, SJG plans to remove approximately 10,000 cubic yards of impacted 

soil and replace with clean fill. An additional 43,500 cubic yards of impacted soil will be treated 

with stabilizing constituents, such as portland cement, and contained onsite.  The maximum depth of 

soil remediation is 65 feet below ground surface.  This is a proven method used at MGPs throughout 

the country. 

 

Prior to the start of soil remediation activities, SJG will need to remove some buildings currently 

in use on the Hammonton Water Department property.  

 

What are the hours of operation? 
Work is expected to be performed five days/week during daytime hours in accordance with 

Township of Hammonton ordinances. 

 

What can we expect to see? 

 Establishment of Temporary Fencing: To ensure a safe working environment, a temporary 

fence will be installed to ensure security of the construction zone while the work is ongoing.   

 

 Staging of Construction Equipment: All construction equipment and materials will be staged 

within the designated work site. 

 

 Truck Traffic: Current plans locate the site entrance on 12
th

 Street.  Trucks will be used to 

remove debris and soil from the site and to bring clean soil, equipment and other construction 

materials to the work area.  As a result, there will be some increased truck traffic along 12
th

 

Street.  If needed, temporary road closures will be announced well ahead of time.  The 

contractor will work with the local police department and safety flaggers to ensure the safety 

of cars and pedestrians in and around this area.  

 

 On-Site Controls for Surface Water and Groundwater – During the excavation process, as 

well as the stabilization of soil, we will be required to control any surface water from rain 

events along with some minimal dewatering of groundwater as needed. Water encountered 

during the excavation will be stored in a container and shipped offsite for treatment if 

needed, and disposal.  

 

 Use of Air Monitoring Equipment and Dust Control Measures: Work will be conducted as an 

open-air excavation for shallow soils – estimated at approximately 10,000 cubic yards. 

During all ground disturbance activities, the air will be monitored by a sophisticated real-

time air monitoring system installed along the perimeter of the work area. In addition, 

standard dust and vapor control measures (such as: water mist, foam spray) will be used as 

needed to control potential dust during excavation and non-work periods such as evening or 

weekend shutdowns.   
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Will there be any odors caused by this remediation work? 

Soils containing MGP-related materials sometimes have an odor similar to that of roofing tar or 

road paving.  These odors can be detected by the human nose at levels below what can be 

detected by an air monitoring instrument and well below what would be considered a health 

concern.  To minimize potential odors, SJG will use odor suppressant foams as needed, and 

cover stockpiles with plastic sheeting and sand cover.  

 

What are plans for the site’s restoration? 

Following completion of the upcoming soil remediation, the site will be graded and clean gravel 

will be placed on site. The site will then be returned back to the Hammonton Water Department. 

 

Who can I contact for more information on this project? 

The following individuals can be contacted for further information or questions: 

 

Tony Bianchini       Robert Blauvelt, LSRP 

South Jersey Gas Community Liaison    GEI Consultants 

(908) 227-2185       (973) 873-7127 

tbianchini@hgpa.com  

 

NJDEP Preferred Identification (PI) number: 019676 
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