
You may have noticed that,
although people still use the
word “green” when speaking of
all things environmental, people
are beginning to substitute the
words “sustainable” or “sustain-
ability.” 

As shorthand, “green” worked
very well: we consider the Earth
a green planet (at least because
that is the part humanity inhab-
its), and green traditionally sym-
bolizes hope and life to most
human cultures.

Nevertheless, there has been a
realization that a focus on the
purely environmental as a way
to reverse our ecological decline
lacks enough depth to address
other important aspects of that
problem. Thus, in steps the con-
cept of “sustainability.”

The idea has three essential
pillars: environmental (of
course), but also economic and
social. A pristine environment
does not help humankind if we
cannot make a living in it. 

An economy that plunders the
environment in the service of
humanity does not stand a
chance of lasting terribly long,
as the sad list of great yet col-
lapsed civilizations of the past
constantly reminds us. 

Finally, since we are social
beings, the tortured Thomas
Hobbes to the contrary, we need
to develop our economy and

environment in ways that pro-
mote healthy interaction, in
order to assure the long lasting
advancement and well-being of
our species. 

In turn, both the social and
economic aspects of our devel-
opment should proceed in har-
mony with the natural processes
of our environment, so that the
planet’s resources continue to
nourish us. 

These “three pillars” do not
stand alone, and no one of them
should be emphasized over  the
others, without causing the
entire structure they support
(human civilization) to collapse. 

Of course, humanity has col-
lapsed itself many times over in
the course of our history. But we
have an opportunity in these
current times to recognize the
wisdom of respecting the inter-
connectedness of these three
aspects of our existence.

Here in Hammonton, promis-
ing signs of that recognition
flourish. Residents are happily
at work advancing our local sus-
tainability in ways that promote
the ongoing integration of these
three pillars of success:

• The Green Committee is
working to develop a communi-
ty garden at the vacant town-
owned site at Washington and
11th. AtlantiCare has recognized
the powerful holistic impact of

this effort with the promise of a
three-year $3,000 grant.
Although the committee had
planned for an initial 15 plots on
the site, they will probably need
to prepare at least 20 (or more as
the word of this money-saving,
healthy-living, community-
building project spreads).

• The Eagle Theatre has
embarked on an ambitious
three-year program of fundrais-
ing and expansion that promises
to star-jump the enterprise into
yet another advanced level of
artistic excellence. The theater
has already won cultural
acclaim far and wide, and has
had a serious positive impact on
the town’s economy and cultural
scene. Look for this effort to fur-
ther these benefits for the area.

• Town council is dealing with
the need both to address envi-
ronmental issues (including
rear-guard protection and reme-
diation as well as paying atten-
tion to progressive improve-
ments in our surroundings), and
to ask for more public input into
community affairs. Past public
forums have strengthened the
social fabric of our community
by empowering residents to
speak up, thereby reducing the
alienation that has gripped too
much of our polity. And what
people have often said at these
forums is that they support

efforts not only to advance the
economy of the town, but they
also want their natural environ-
ment protected. May we see
more of that in the coming
months.

• Hammonton continues to
attract new businesses, and
many of these are paying close
attention to the three pillars.
Three new businesses that will
be making the Hammonton
scene in the coming months are
two microbreweries and a
micro-distillery. These three
companies have indicated,
through word and/or deed, their
intent not only to develop their
economic guns, but also to pur-
sue a decidedly positive sustain-
ability ethic, sourcing their
ingredients locally, trying to
close their production loops, and
collaborating with each other
and the wider business commu-
nity in pursuit of economic gain,
environmental purity, and the
promotion of social integration.

• Plans for our town’s 150th
anniversary celebration in 2016
will be announced soon. A com-
mittee of dedicated individuals
has been working hard with so
many organizations throughout
town to make sure our
Sesquicentennial is a joyous
occasion for remembrance,
social celebration, and even eco-
nomic advancement.

• The town’s Chamber of
Commerce – certainly one of the
main groups promoting eco-
nomic development in town
along with MainStreet
Hammonton (think “Food Truck
Festival” in June!) and the
Tourism and Development
Committee – are busy promot-
ing uptown development and
general advancement through an
ongoing series of events that
also promote social interaction.

They increasingly understand
the need to address the three pil-
lars as we attract new businesses
and grow the ones we already
have.

• The town’s new Veterans
Affairs Committee has taken on
the task of assessing the need for
improved services to area veter-
ans, and of giving our vets a
stronger voice in the communi-
ty. Community members who
have served under arms need
better health care, more jobs,
and greater opportunities to
reduce the social isolation many
of them feel after service in hos-
tile lands.

• A Bicycle Advisory
Committee is looking at promot-
ing ways to improve infrastruc-
ture for non-motorized trans-
portation alternatives. This will
have a positive impact on resi-
dents’ health, social opportuni-
ties, and even local economic
development.

These and other indicators
demonstrate that
Hammontonians have a growing
appreciation for the sophisticat-
ed analysis behind the modern
concept of sustainability.
Locally, we have added the
“Three Pillars” to our “Three
Rs” as vehicles to economic,
social, and environmental
progress.
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Dan Bachalis is a former town
councilman and has served a
number of town committees.  He
currently serves on the town’s
Sesquicentennial Plannings
Committee, Bicycle Advisory
Committee, Veterans Affairs
Committee, Parks and Recreation
Commission and others.

1946
At one time, Dr. Alexander Rodi, who

on March 20 had an event at his office at
the corner of 12th Street and Madison
Avenue announcing his retirement after
55 years of practicing medicine, mostly
in Hammonton, considered going into
another line of work: journalism.  Ralph
Squillace, then the editor at The
Hammonton News, where Rodi – who
also wrote sports for the student news-
paper — worked during his years at
Hammonton High School, spoke with
him and gave him advice he never for-
got.

“He told me, ‘Go for your dream, one
step at a time,’” Rodi recalled in an
interview he gave me in 2011.

1973
My mother, Angela Donio, brought

me to Dr. Rodi as an infant.  He would
be my doctor for 38 of my next 41 years.

After 2011, when he had sold his
Family Medicine to Virtua Health, they
transferred the paper records to electron-
ic medical records.  Rodi gave me my
inoculation record.

“When’s this from?” I asked.
“From when your mother brought you

in here,” he said with his sly smile.
2009

It was snowing when I walked into Dr.
Rodi’s office on that February day. Fat
snowflakes drifted down from the sky.
He handed me a sheet of paper with
some long words on it.

“What’s that mean?” I said. I knew
what it meant.

“You’re smart. You know what that
means.” Rodi replied. He was right.

“All right. How do we fix it?” I said.
“Now that’s the right attitude. Let’s

get to work,” he said. 
He had caught it on a cough that

wouldn’t go away, a few weeks prior.
“I don’t like a persistent cough. Go to

the hospital and get a chest X-ray,” he
had said in January. I did what he told
me to do, like I usually did.

It was a four-and-a-half-inch by two-
and-a-half-inch tumor in my chest,
Hodgkin’s Disease — cancer. He sug-
gested an oncologist. I did what he told
me to do, like I usually did.

2015
On March 20, there was a retirement

party thrown for Rodi for his 55 years of
service to the profession of medicine,
particularly in Hammonton.  I noted that
it was snowing when I walked up to the
door to his office, exactly the same way
as it had been on the day six years earli-
er when I found out I had cancer, which
was eventually cured.

Rodi was inside, and before the place

was filled with patients and colleagues
wishing to celebrate with him, he and I
had a chance to chat near the cake that
said “Follow your dreams.” I thought
about that advice he received from
Squillace, the newspaper editor, and
smiled to myself.

I showed Rodi the original student
newspaper from HHS in 1946, the one
where his nickname was listed as “Doc”
– and gave him a copy I had made of it. 

At one point during the day, Rodi had
a chance to chat with my mother, who
thanked him, and he thanked her as well.

At the end of their conversation he
added: “You were a challenge at times,”
with a smile. She broke into a big grin. 

I was standing behind her, and said,
“Boy I’m glad I was here to hear that
one!”

“My sons say I’m a doctor. And a
lawyer, and the pope,” she said, laugh-
ing.

There was laughter all around.  It was
a nice moment.

Later, my mom and I spoke about the
day, and Dr. Rodi, and the impact he had
on so many lives, including ours.

“You know, if you hadn’t decided to
go to Dr. Rodi, and then take all of us
there, I probably still wouldn’t be going
to him back in 2009.  So in a way, you
saved my life as much as he did,” I told
her.

I received a nice hug and a kiss for
that one.

And I recalled a quote Rodi gave me
from an interview in 2011:

“I’m one of the happiest people on the
face of the earth because I love what I’m
doing every day.  It’s not work, even
though I am presented with some chal-
lenging things.  The family doctor’s role
is to be supportive and to give the best
advice I can give.  I get as much out of it
as I give to anybody,” Rodi said.

A couple days earlier, on March 18, I
was in the offices of The Gazette, using
our office printer to copy the student
newspaper from 1946 that I eventually
showed Rodi on March 20. I showed the
old student paper to Sydney Shuster, our
student intern from St. Joseph High
School, who wants to major in chemistry
while in college. She is a junior now, and
is planning to apply to a number of
schools. I wanted her to know the story
of Dr. Alex Rodi, the one that began so
long ago in Hammonton.

“You see this photo in the paper? It’s
your high school, but it was Hammonton
High School then.  See this byline? It’s
Alex Rodi.  He was thinking about
becoming a journalist but Ralph
Squillace, a newspaper editor at the
Hammonton News where Rodi was an
intern, told him he was meant for some-
thing else, and that he should follow his
dreams …”

Gabe Donio is the publisher of The
Hammonton Gazette.
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Dr. Rodi: Caring for a lifetime’s worth of local patients

Quote of the Week:
“aMBition is the Path to success.
Persistence is the vehicLe you
arrive in.” — Bill Bradley
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