
HAMMONTON—Since
1994, U.S. Rep. Frank
LoBiondo has served the 2nd
Congressional District of New
Jersey (R-2nd) as a member of
the U.S. House of
Representatives. The
Rosenhayn (Deerfield Twp.)
native has spent his entire life
in the district that comprises
about 40 percent of the state’s
land area, and has devoted his
political career to representing
the district’s 700,000-plus
constituents while working
hard to pass legislation and
serving as chairman of several
key Congressional subcom-
mittees, such as the House
Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee’s
Aviation Subcommittee and
the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence’s
CIA Subcommittee.
When he’s not on Capitol
Hill, LoBiondo can be found
attending many community
events throughout southern
New Jersey and devoting as
much of his time as possible to
the residents of the district.
Last November, LoBiondo
announced that he would soon
be spending even more time in
his home district because he
would soon be retiring from
Congress after previously
serving 12 consecutive terms.
On August 15, LoBiondo
continued an annual tradition
of visiting the offices of The
Gazette for an interview, dur-
ing which he discussed the
decision to retire after becom-
ing the 2nd Congressional
District’s longest serving rep-
resentative, his outlook on the
state of affairs in New Jersey
and Washington, D.C., as well
as his future plans for life after
Congress.

Q: For starters, I just
wanted to go back to the
decision you made 10
months ago when you
announced that you would-
n’t be running for re-elec-
tion. If you had been re-
elected, it would have been
13 consecutive terms repre-
senting the district. What
ultimately went into that
decision—above all other
factors—to not run again
and to retire?
A: A lot of things went into
the decision, and it’s a bitter-
sweet one. At a certain point in
time—and nobody in the sec-
ond district has served 24
years, but—things have to end
at some point. You always
want them to end on your

terms—not someone else’s
terms—and for me, there were
a variety of things that went
into it.
I’ve put my heart and soul
into it and never paced myself.
So, for 24 years, I’ve gone at
‘warp 10.’ The district is a
large district, and I’m 72 years
old. What would it be? One
more term? Two more terms?
But at the top of the list is
that it took me 18 years to be
in a position to chair the
Aviation Committee, which
has our big FAA [Federal
Aviation Administration] Tech
Center—3,500-4,000 peo-
ple—it’s the flagship for the
FAA nationally. It took me a
lot of years to get on the
House Intelligence and chair
the CIA [Subcommittee], and
had I chosen to run again and
was able to win, I would have
been off of both of them
[because there are term limits
on those two subcommittees]. 
And I really couldn’t get my
brain around: 24 years, you
work 16 and 18 years to get to
a certain point, and then it’s
almost like you’re not even on
the bench. You’re in the lock-
er room somewhere. And the
motivation to stay, for what?
You want to be all in. You
want to use the expertise
you’ve developed. You want
to use all the tools at your dis-
posal, and while the commit-
tee assignments have been
fabulous, great committees, to
not be able to lead the CIA,
not to be able to lead Aviation
was just like the crowning
touch. You want to pick your
time and place. You don’t
want somebody else to pick it
for you.
Politically, it’s always a
challenge in this district. I’ve
always been a target of the
DCCC [Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee]—this time was
not different until I made the
announcement—and I wanted
it to be on my terms. 
I had actually had an over-
seas trip—a CIA trip—last
October, and I had been think-
ing about it for a while. I did-
n’t sleep much on the plane
and decided, ‘I’m going to put
this thing to bed one way or
the other. I’m going to take
this long flight, and I’m going
to do ‘stay [versus] go.’ And at
the end, the reasons to stay
were like this … the reasons to
go were like this. I came back
and I told the staff. I said,
‘OK, I’ve been wrestling with
this for a while and I think
now is the time.’ 
I wanted to give plenty of
notice for the district and for

the Republican party and did-
n’t want the outcome of the
election to be an influence in
this in any way, shape or form.
So, the timing was picked
actually the day of the election
or the day before—before I
knew what the outcome would
be to say, ‘This is what it’s
going to do.’

Q. You were elected in
1994. Twenty-four years
later, when you look at this
district that you will be leav-
ing in January, whether it be
quality of life, socioeconomic
conditions or any other fac-
tors that might come into
mind, how would you assess
the overall state of this dis-
trict from when you were
first elected to the House of
Representatives versus
today when you are in your
final months.
A: Well, I’d like to think I’m
leaving it better than I found
it. I know that I put my heart
and soul into the issues of the
district, always put the district
first. 
And if we look at the econo-
my of the district, we have to
look at what’s happening with
the casinos and Atlantic City,
and although we hit a rough
spot, we’re certainly on a
rebound. The news with sports
betting—the first reports are
extremely positive. I can’t
help but think that’s only
going to get better as we move
into football season and the
Super Bowl, things like that. 
When I look at the issues
that were really sort of at the
top of the list—constituent
services—I think we’ve really
done a good job for the people

of the district that have come
to us. We’ve really turned a
corner a couple of years ago
on veterans’ issues and the
way we’re leaving things for
our veterans, I think, is
extremely positive. First
responders, what we’ve been
able to do for—all the first
responders, but especially our
volunteers that really struggle
with how to put the money
together to do their things.
Fishing, whether it’s commer-
cial or recreational, we’ve
made some great progress
there. The airport and avia-
tion, we’ve been able to do
AIP [Airport Improvement
Program] grants. So, there’s a
lot that I think I can point to
that is a very positive nature.

Q: The longevity that I
mentioned earlier—12 con-
secutive terms—has come in
a district that, according to
my research, has more regis-
tered Democrats than
Republicans. So, being that
you are a Republican
Congressman, what would
you say it is about your poli-
cies, your approach, just
who you are as an individ-
ual, that has allowed for
such a long tenure in a dis-
trict where, on average, peo-
ple vote Democrat more
often than they vote
Republican.
A: I think for a kid who
grew up on a farm in
Rosenhayn, pretty similar to
Hammonton farms—I think
that’s why I got along so well
with Hammonton—I remem-
bered what South Jersey val-
ues were all about and where
your roots are, and what’s

important. And always put the
district first.
I’m proud to be a
Republican, but when they
were not right for their initia-
tives for the district, I always
defaulted to the people of the
district. I think that has been
reflected by always winning
30-plus percent of the
Democratic vote, a good
chunk of the Independent and
of course, the Republican
vote. So, I’ve been blessed to
have pretty strong victories
over the years. And again, I
think that’s a reflection of peo-
ple understanding that if they
were voting for me, that I was
going to put their interests
first.

Q: Throughout your
career, you’ve been
described as a Moderate
Republican, someone who
prides himself on putting the
people ahead of the politics.
And the reason I mention
that is because in one of the
releases that was posted on
your website related to your
retirement announcement,
you said the ‘increasing
political polarization that is
consuming the nation’ is
eliminating the ‘middle
ground to honestly debate
issues and put forward solu-
tions.’ About how long ago
would you say that this
trend really became an issue
on Capitol Hill, and just
about how difficult did that
make the job for someone
like yourself, who tries to not
lean towards one side of the
aisle? 
A: When Republicans lost
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control of the House of
Representatives in 2006, the
Democratic approach at that
point was sort of capsulized
by the chairman at that time—
Rahm Emanuel, who’s now
the mayor of Chicago—in a
book that he wrote about how
they did the strategy to take
control, and it was really a
slash-and-burn: Nothing is off
the table. Attack anything.
Attack everything. And that
really sort of set the stage with
Democrats willing to do
almost anything to come after
a Republican—make stuff up,
go after the family, go after
the dog, go after whatever.
Four years later, the country
was sort of fed up with their
control—Nancy Pelosi and
two years of Barack Obama—
and Republicans won control
of the House again, and the
advent of the freedom caucus
on the Republican side. And
so, the middle ground,
whether you were a Moderate
Democrat or a Moderate
Republican, had all changed.
The makeup of Congress
when I got there and through
the first 10-15 years was total-
ly set on its head and reversed.
So, if you were working with
Democrats, you were
attacked. It wasn’t about get-
ting a result, it was about
being partisan and that was
very difficult. 
If I was working with
Senator [Frank] Lautenberg or
Senator [Cory] Booker, and it
was to the benefit of the dis-
trict, I would get criticized
because I was working with a
Democrat. And I always
thought it was supposed to be
what’s best for people. Now,
philosophically, I may not
agree with them on anything,
but when it comes to the dis-
trict, it’s about putting the dis-
trict first. So, the last couple of
years, the divide has only got-
ten deeper and stronger.

Q: As you look forward to
the coming years, do you
have faith that the majority
of the current members of
the House of
Representatives are actually
in it for the right reasons,
and are actually pursuing
legislation that will serve the
greater good? Or is going to
continue to just be the tit for
tat that you kind of just
highlighted? 
A: Well, I don’t see an easy
path out of where we are now.
The rhetoric from Nancy
Pelosi and the Democratic
leadership is more shrill than
it has ever been—more caus-

tic and abrasive than it’s ever
been—and the Republicans
have their share of it on the far
right of the Republican Party. 
Somehow, America always
seems to find the right mix
and the right medium. I have
confidence in the country. I’ve
confidence that the right
things will happen, but it’s dif-
ficult to see right now how we
pull ourselves out of what
we’re in the middle of.

Q: The last time we spoke,
it was a pretty pivotal time
in both national politics and
statewide. It was about 10
months removed from when
the presidential election
took place and about three
months away from the
gubernatorial election. I
know this is a broad ques-
tion, but what would you say
is your overall assessment of
the jobs that President
Trump has done in his first
year-and-half in office, and
of course, Governor
Murphy in his first seven
months or so in office. How
would you assess those two
offices?
A: With President Trump, I
think there’s some very posi-
tive things that have happened
that certainly President
Obama had us on the wrong
track with: economy, job
growth, just the regulatory
environment. We were on a
really bad track, and through
either executive order or just
through legislation that led to
smart economics, I think the
economy is in a really strong
spot. 
Now, a lot of that has to do
with—or at least some of it
has to do with—the tax bill,
which unfortunately, did not
benefit New Jersey the way it
should have because of the
provisions that we were left
out of. But overall, I think that
was good. 
From a national defense per-
spective, Homeland Security
perspective, I think the previ-
ous administration put us in a
real pickle. Our readiness lev-
els were at atrociously low
levels—dangerously low lev-
els. The President has really
reversed all of that. The policy
to dealing with terrorism
under President Obama—we
talked a good game on ISIS,
but we never went after core
ISIS. We allowed them to
develop the financial
resources and the operational
capabilities, which led them to
a caliphate and expand dra-
matically. All that has changed
around: the rules of engage-
ment for our military, the

focus of the CIA, focus on
intelligence, protecting the
country. We’re lightyears
ahead of where we were a
couple of years ago in a very
positive sense.
On sort of the flip side, I
think the President’s tweets
step all over the good mes-
sage, and I think he gets con-
sumed with anything that gets
said about him or against him.
And it doesn’t matter what the
good news he has to sell with
the economy or jobs, he’s
going to step on his own mes-
sage with his own tweets and
it leads to a very mixed bag. 
By some polls, he’s at a 50
percent approval rating. I have
to believe, personally, that if
he changed a little bit about
how he does business, he
could be much higher because
of the results. People ultimate-
ly vote pocketbook issues, so
when it comes time to decide,
‘How do I feel about this elec-
tion? Am I better off today
than I was yesterday? How’s
my family doing? What are
my prospects for the future?’
and in those terms, the
President has laid a very
strong foundation. 

Q: And then, your assess-
ment of Governor Murphy
and the job he has done?
A: Well, I was willing to
give him the benefit of the
doubt initially, but I think his
policies are—I mean, his ‘tax
our way out of the problem’
philosophy is killing New
Jersey, and thankfully, the leg-
islature has pulled back on
that a little bit. But if you look
at the flight of wealth from
New Jersey over the last num-
ber of years—and what’s
going to continue to happen if
Governor Murphy gets his
way with a Millionaire’s Tax
is only going to exacerbate
it—they’re looking for ways
to tax almost anything that
moves.
I just have a hard time with
New Jersey being a sanctuary
state. I don’t understand how
we’re going in that direction
and I think many of his poli-
cies are way too liberal. Now,
it’s sort of early in his term—
so to speak—to see what the
results are, but at this stage,
I’m pretty concerned.

Q: In our upcoming elec-
tion, Senator Jeff Van Drew
will be running for the con-
gressional seat you are
vacating. He will be running
on the Democratic ticket
versus Republican Seth
Grossman. Regardless of
who is elected to be this dis-
trict’s next representative,

what are some views, char-
acteristics, values that you
would say you’d like to see
that individual possess.
A: Well, I think whoever it
is should just make a sort of a
personal pledge to always put
the district first. Their party
concerns—no matter which
party it is, and whoever it is—
will figure it out on their own.
But making sure that you are
available and accessible to the
constituents of the district, lis-
ten to the district and always
put the district first, I think, is
a formula that will lead to suc-
cess.

Q: Mr. Grossman has been
viewed by some as an under-
dog in the recent primary
election race, and a lot of
people thought his nomina-
tion was surprising. He’s
also a candidate who was
known for running his cam-
paign on a shoestring budg-
et. According to my
research, he spent [$31,461]
about $337,000 less than his
competitor [$368,488] in the
past race. Throughout your
career, you were able to run
many successful campaigns
while building a pretty large
campaign funds war chest.
Now that you’re calling it a
career and retiring, are
there any cumulative funds
left over from your cam-
paign funds over the years.
If so, have you put any
thought as to what will come
of that and what you will or
will not do with those funds?
A: Well, there’s some
money in the Congressional
campaign account. There are
very tight restrictions and
Federal Election Commission
laws of what you can do with
it. It’s not a huge war chest,
and it remains to be seen what
will happen with it. It’s just
around $250,000. 

Q: Are you willing to say
whether or not you are lean-
ing towards supporting one
candidate or the other?
A: I’m supporting the
Republican ticket. The
Democratic party, regardless
of individuals’ points of view,
is tilting pretty far to the left.
You only have to look at some
of the recent primary wins:
this woman out of New York
[Alex Ocasio-Cortez], she’s
an avowed Socialist. The lead-
ership of the Democratic party
has been tilting much farther
to the left, towards Socialism.
And there was a recent confer-
ence where there are a number
of elected officials in the DNC
[Democratic National
Committee] and the DCCC

saying, ‘There’s nothing
wrong with Socialism. That’s
the way we need to go.’ So, if
the Democrats gain the major-
ity, they’re going to be pulled
in that direction. And I think
Nancy Pelosi will make a
strong ploy to be Speaker
again. I think she was a disas-
ter at Speaker when she had
her four years. So, people
have to understand if they’re
voting for a Democrat, they’re
likely enabling a Democratic
majority.

Q: As you look forward to
your final four-and-a-half
months or so in Washington,
are there any key issues or
pieces of legislation that you
and your colleagues are
looking to push and pursue
for before the winner of this
election is announced.
A: Sure. Well, we have to
finish the FAA long-term
reauthorization bill. We got it
through the House; we’re
waiting on the Senate. That
has to be done before the end
of the year. We’ve got a num-
ber of the appropriation
bills—defense appropriation
and some other things that are
key and critical. We’ve done
the authorizations, but the
appropriations themselves
have to be done.
So, there will be a number
of key issues in just keeping
the government open past
October 1. It’s going to be a
challenge.

Q: When you look back
over the 24 years that you’ve
served this district, what
would you say are some of
the things that you are most
proud of, whether it be deci-
sions that you’ve made,
pieces of legislation that you
helped pass. Overall, when
you look back on your lega-
cy as a congressman in this
district, what are you most
proud of?
A: Well, there’s a long list.
Constituent services—some-
thing you don’t hear much
about because of the privacy
laws unless an individual talks
about it, we can’t, but—we’ve
had some really stunning suc-
cesses in helping constituents. 
Work with veterans—we’ve
really had a turnaround with
what we’ve been able to do
with providing services for
veterans. First responders.
Jobs in the economy. I mean,
I’ve just been very fortunate
and blessed to have been able
to work together. Saving the
Coast Guard base from mov-
ing to Petaluma, California;
saving the FAA Tech Center
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from moving to Oklahoma,
the work I’ve done with the
airports; again, the first
responders—there has been a
really nice, long list of things
that we’ve been able to be
involved with, and have got-
ten results.

Q: If you could go back,
would you say there’s any-
thing that you maybe wish
you could’ve done different-
ly, or do you not think like
that? Any regrets? 
A: I think you always have
regrets. You always hope to be
able to do more. The research
park [National Aviation
Research and Technology
Park in Galloway Twp.], I
regret that it has taken 10
years to get off the ground, but
we’re finally going to have a
ribbon-cutting here pretty
soon.
I regret that we weren’t able
to get sports betting. It took us
20 years to get to the sports
betting, and it took the
Supreme Court to do it. I think
we probably would have got-
ten there legislatively eventu-
ally, but it would have taken
more time. Things that I see
pretty clearly as important to
the district that we’ve had to
fight harder than we should
have had the fight and you
always wonder, ‘Well, could I
had made a better case and
made it easier?’ But overall,
we’re pretty pleased with
where we are.

Q: Who would you say are
some of the individuals—
political colleagues of
yours—that were that were
important figures, mentors,
overall influences for you
when you first joined
Congress, and have
remained important figures
in your life and career? Is
there anybody that comes to
mind when you think back?
A: I remember pretty clearly
that I made up my mind: if I
had the chance to do this, I
would do very little talking
and an awful lot of listening.
And I was pretty fortunate that
an individual I was very close
to, who was the Republican
State Party Chairman when he
recruited me to run for the
New Jersey General
Assembly. And I actually sat
next to him for a couple of
years in Trenton and he was
elected to Congress want to
term before me, Bob Franks
[7-NJ]. And he was somebody
who was very straightforward.
I sat with him for hours and
hours and hours, and got
tremendous advice from him
on how to get results, how to
be effective, how to under-

stand the issues—they can get
very complicated. 
There was another adjoining
Congressman, Jim Saxton [3-
NJ], who had been there. He
represents the district just
north of us, and he had been
there a number of years before
me. And I remember during
orientation, where it’s
extremely difficult—it’s like
trying to get a drink of water
from a fire hose. I mean,
there’s so much information
coming at you, and Jim called
me into his office and said,
‘You see this desk? This is
your desk right now. My
whole staff—you come in
here, go to orientation, but
they’ll tell you exactly what’s
what.’ And from his legisla-
tive director and his comms
person and everybody
involved—How do they deal
with legislation? How did
they do this? 
It was an enormous help to
be able to get that feedback
from individuals who are very
effective, but also shared a
philosophy that I did about
how to get things done. So,
they were two key people for
me.

Q: When you move on
from this job in January,
what would you say you’re
going to miss the most about
it?
A: There are going to be a
number of things I’m going to
miss. Some of the current col-
leagues that I’ve worked very
closely with on committee
that I feel we have gotten ter-
rific results on things that
we’ve worked on—not having
the chance to work with them
in this fashion again—I’m
really going to miss that.
There are certain members of
Congress you develop a real
camaraderie with. Not only do
you think alike, but you just
become really good friends,
and that sort of all goes away.
There’s no way to sort of con-
tinue that. 
The opportunity to chair a
couple of key committees
where you’re really in that
position and can affect change
and results, that’s a huge moti-
vator of getting stuff done and
redoubling your efforts, and
going at it even harder to try to
get a good result—I’m really
going to miss that. 

Q: And conversely, what
would you say are some of
the more frustrating or chal-
lenging things about the job
that you won’t miss? 
A: Well, I’m not going to
miss raising money. I’m not
going to miss the protesters at
the office. I’m not going to
miss the attacks on social

media. I’m not going to miss
being accosted in a local con-
venience store by somebody
who doesn’t like the fact that
I’m even breathing; the caus-
tic nature of just the political
polarization that exists. I
mean, I’m certainly not going
to miss any of that.

Q: Constituent services is
something that you men-
tioned many times in this
interview, and of course,
throughout your tenure. It
seems to be something that
you’ve focused very hard on
in your political career. I
know you’ve been coming
here to The Gazette for this
annual interview for quite
some time—a small, local
community newspaper—but
you’ve also given your time
to some of the larger,
statewide/national publica-
tions among many other
constituents. So, why in your
opinion is it so important for
a local representative to
devote their attention—and
devoted it equally—to all
constituents, no matter how
large or small?
A: Well, we each represent a
little over 700,000 people, and
how do we communicate with
the 700,000 people in a rural
district like this? We’re close
to Philadelphia, but we’re
lightyears away from
Philadelphia from a lot of per-
spectives. So, it’s about being
available, accessible,
approachable and communi-
cating. And you can have the
best ideas in the world, but if
you can’t communicate them,
you’ve got a real problem. 
There isn’t a time when I’ve
done an interview with a
weekly—or what we would
call a ‘small-town paper’—
where I haven’t gotten feed-
back from somebody who
said, ‘Gee, I didn’t realize
that,’ or ‘I read that article.
That was really great,’ and it
sort of reinforces that. That’s
one of the reasons why, over
the years, you don’t see me
much on the cable networks.
If it’s district media, then I’m
very interested; I want to
respond. 
But it has always been
focused on the district, and it’s
how do the people of the dis-
trict get their information?
And they get it in a variety of
ways, but in many respects,
it’s the small-town, local
newspapers.

Q: When you stop and you
look ahead to the final
months that you will be on
Capitol Hill, what’s the
overall feeling like for you?
You mentioned the word
‘bittersweet,’ I think, in the

top of the interview. Is that
the best way you would
describe it?
A: Twenty-four years is a
long time. And as I sort of said
somewhere else in the inter-
view here, I made up my mind
very early on after watching
some Congressional col-
leagues that would pace them-
selves. It’s a two-year cycle,
so, one year they’d go really
hard and the other year—the
off-year—they really kind of
just coast. I made up my mind
that that wasn’t going to be the
case, that if you were going to
do this job, that you had to do
it at ‘warp 10,’ and you had to
do it day in and day out, week
in and week out. So, you’re in
Washington all week long. I
drive myself back and forth; I
don’t have a driver. I get
home—the district is close to
40 percent of the state geo-
graphically—and how do I
spend Saturday? I spend
Saturday going to numerous
events. How do I spend
Sunday? I spend Sunday
going to numerous events.
Sure, you get tired and you
take a break here and there,
but for the most part, you’re
asking your family to make a
lot of sacrifices.
I’ve just said all along, if
you’re going to do this, you’re
going to do it right. So, com-
ing to the close of this, the
parts that I’m going to miss
sort of come front and center,
but then there’s a reminder
that I’m going to have week-
ends free again, and I’m going
to spend more time with the
family and the grandkids and
the dogs, and I’m not going to
have the pressure of the pro-
testers and I’m not going to
have the pressure of needing
to raise the money and I’m not
going to have the political
attacks and the DCCC is
going to be off my back now.
So, that’s the bittersweet part
of it. 

Q: What would you say is
next for you? Do you envi-
sion ever pursuing any kind
of elected office after
Congress, or are you full-out
retired?
A: I’m 72 years old. No. So,
I’ve been involved with a lot
of different efforts in South
Jersey—community efforts—
and I’ve already had some
people that have asked me if I
will still try to lend a hand,
and the answer is ‘absolutely
yes.’ I would like to stay
involved—to find a niche—
with issues that I have focused
on over the years.
There’s very little I can do
in talking to people now
because if I were to talk to

someone, I’d basically have to
recuse myself if the talks went
anywhere. So, we still have
four months, five months left,
and I’m trying to stay focused
on what I need to do. 
I don’t know what that niche
is going to look like, but I cer-
tainly don’t envision buying a
rocking chair and sitting on
the porch. I don’t think that’s
in my DNA. Some things that
I have put aside that I really
love: I have a lot of fishing to
catch up on. I’ve really—over
the years, so many times—
wished that I could take a half
a day or a day and go fishing,
and I just haven’t been able to
do that. So, things like that are
going to be nice to be able to
catch up on. And if I’m lucky,
by early next year, I will find
that niche and switch gears.

Q: Being someone who
was born and raised in this
district, and has represented
that district with Congress
for 24 years—given that,
how much are you looking
forward to being able to just
settle down in your commu-
nity? I know you’ve been
coming back and forth, but
how much are you looking
forward to being able to just
settle down, take in South
Jersey and just—relax, I
guess you would say—lay
low after two-plus decades
of driving back and forth
from Washington?
A: That’s going to be nice,
but I also sense that it’s not
going to be easy just to go
over and flip a switch and say,
‘OK, I’m going to turn it off.’
So, I’ve got to figure out how
I’m going to deal with that.
And again, the parts of it that
I’m looking forward to getting
rid of are going to be really
nice, but the parts I’m going to
miss, I’m really going to miss.
But the idea that if I go to a
community event and I’m not
going to be worried about
bouncing to 10 other commu-
nity events on that single day
is very appealing. Less miles
on the car. 
I’ve made a lot of acquain-
tances. I’ve made a lot of
friends. And a lot of the peo-
ple that I really sort of have
become friendly with, I’d like
to be able to spend more time
with. I think, for me, South
Jersey and the constituency
that I have, there’s always
been a lot of kibitzing back
and forth. And that’s a fun part
of it that I hope sort of
expands a little bit where you
really get a chance to be with
people that like you, that you
like and to share jokes and sto-
ries and things like that. That’s
part of what we do down here.
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